
2017 ENGLISH III SUMMER ASSIGNMENT (Rising 11
th

 Grade): 

***PLEASE NOTE: This is the assignment for the non-AP 11
th

 Grade. If you 

are scheduled to take AP Language, please click on the AP Language Summer 

Assignment.*** 

 

Please buy THIS text: http://www.amazon.com/Adventures-Huckleberry-Finn-

Mark-

Twain/dp/0486280616/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1432041636&sr=1-

1&keywords=huck+finn 

 

 Annotate directly in the text all of the passages that you find meaningful, 

thinking in terms of questions and connections: Why might the author have 

structured the plot in this way at this particular moment? How has the 

character changed or stagnated? Why does this language or description or 

image appeal to me? You are free to annotate any passage of your choosing; 

focus on passages or moments that delight, intrigue, surprise, bother, or even 

trouble you. Be a curious, active reader. 

 

 In addition, choose three of the annotation questions below and annotate 

your responses to them directly in the novel. Please RECORD THE 

ANNOTATION QUESTION NUMBER next to your comments. 

 

 Please note: You should expect to WRITE essay-style answers to one or 

more of these questions within the first two weeks of school. 
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Huck Finn Annotation Questions: 

REQUIRED: 
1. Trace Huck’s maturation throughout the novel with a focus on his moral development. 

Consider in your close reading a look at the moral challenges he faces, both those he overcomes 

and those he may not. 

 

Select TWO of the following THREE: 

2. Huck and Jim have a unique relationship in the novel; Jim provides companionship to Huck, 

but more importantly, Jim provides the adolescent Huck with guidance and wisdom. How can 

Jim be characterized as a mentor to Huck—almost as a “father figure,” especially 

considering Huck's abusive and cruel biological father? 

 

3. When Huck goes ashore in the novel, he frequently encounters on the banks of the Mississippi 

societal corruption: religious hypocrisy, fraud, and racism. Trace the freedom Huck feels when 

he’s on the river with Jim, contrasting this feeling of liberation with the constraints and 

limitations that Huck identifies with “sivilization.” 
 

4. In addition to being known as a novelist and essayist, Mark Twain was widely recognized as a 

humorist, a clever wit of the Gilded Age whose speaking tours around the world had people 

laughing in the aisles. Trace his use of humor throughout Huck Finn, looking particularly at 

how the author uses it to make certain points and even how, especially at times, his sense of 

humor may undermine key messages in the book. 


