
2017 ENGLISH I SUMMER ASSIGNMENT (Rising 9
th

 Grade): 

Please purchase THIS text of Anthony Doerr’s All the Light You Cannot 

See: 

https://www.amazon.com/All-Light-We-Cannot-See-

ebook/dp/B00DPM7TIG/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1495811273&sr=8-

1&keywords=all+the+light+we+cannot+see 

 

 Annotate directly in the text all of the passages that you find 

meaningful, thinking in terms of questions and connections: Why 

might the author have structured the plot in this way at this particular 

moment? How has the character changed or stagnated? Why does this 

language or description or image appeal to me? You are free to 

annotate any passage of your choosing; focus on passages or moments 

that delight, intrigue, surprise, bother, or even trouble you. Be a 

curious, active reader. 
 

 In addition, read the annotation questions below and annotate your 

responses to them directly in the novel. Please RECORD THE 

ANNOTATION QUESTION NUMBER next to your comments. 

 

 Please note: You should expect to WRITE essay-style answers to 

one or more of these questions within the first two weeks of 

school. 
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All the Light We Cannot See Annotation Questions: 

1. Although the two protagonists Marie-Laure and Werner dominate the action of All the 

Light, the novel boasts a number of memorable minor characters. As you annotate, focus 

on one or more of these characters and consider how that character contributes to the 

novel’s various themes. 

 

2. Many students complain that the novels that schools assign lack action and suspense. 

These complaints certainly don’t apply to All the Light. As you annotate, think about how 

Anthony Doerr creates suspense throughout the novel. As you’re reading and you feel 

suspenseful, think about and comment on how Doerr is able to manipulate your feelings. 

 

3. Both Marie-Laure and Werner experience difficult childhoods. Even though they find 

themselves on different sides of the war, they seem very similar in a number of ways. As 

you annotate, remark upon situations when you find the two sharing similar plights, 

points-of- views, and personality traits. How do their similarities contribute to the novel’s 

central theme? 


