
 
 
Dear Parent or Guardian,  

 

I wanted to inform you of an opportunity for your child to travel to the country of Dominican Republic for an 
alternative Winter Break trip. Students will volunteer their time in Santo Domingo, participate in the closing 
service of the Episcopal diocese convention, and most significantly, view the humpback whales that make their 
annual trip to the small coastal town of Samana Bay. This is a trip designed for students who want to help 
others, who love the ocean, enjoy the outdoors, can appreciate different cultures, and are looking for adventure.  
They will depart Charleston on Thursday, February 16 and return on Tuesday, February 21, 2017. 
 
The itinerary is as follows:  
 

 Day   Location  Hotel                                                 Meal Description of 
Services 

Thurs Santo Domingo Holdepa Caribe Hotel D Transfer to hotel, evening orientation, and welcome dinner.  
 
Friday Santo Domingo Holdepa Caribe Hotel BLD After your first Dominican breakfast, head to Iglesia Santisima  
     Trinidad to complete their painting and construction needs. Head  
     out on the town for a dinner immersed in their culture.  
  
Sat Santo Domingo Holdepa Caribe Hotel BLD After an early breakfast, visit some sites of Santo Domingo and  
     then return to Iglesia Santisima to complete all projects that  
     started on the first day.  
 
Sun SD to Samana The Bannister Hotel BLD Spend the morning attending the final day of the Episcopal  
     Diocese convention church service. Eat lunch at the convention  
     and then board the bus for the two hour ride to Samana. Spend  
     the afternoon enjoying the beach and the town of Samana.     
      
Mon Samana The Bannister Hotel BLD Wake up early and board the ship for a whale watching adventure  
     of a lifetime! The group will board “Whale Samana” with Kim  
     Beddall, which provides a safe and sensitive whale watching  
     experience. Spend the afternoon kayaking and snorkeling in the  
     bay. Enjoy the final dinner together as a group.  
 
Tues Samana  BLD Spend your last morning in Dominican Republic enjoying the  
     beach and possibly one more short adventure before boarding the  
     bus to the Santo Domingo airport for your return flight home.  
 
 
Chaperones:  

Chaperones will be determined once the student group is determined.  
 
 
Land Cost Per Person:   
     At 12 students and 2 chaperones, the land cost is approximately $1,300.00_ per student.  
 
 
Land Cost includes:   
All in country accommodations, transportation, expert local guide, activities, and meals as stated above. 
Beverages with meals consist of teas, juices, and/or processed water (all bottled water is extra). Please note that 
group size changes, pricing will need to be adjusted. 
 



Land Cost does not include:  
Items not specifically mentioned in the itinerary, additional optional activities, international airfares, airport 
departure taxes, insurance, gratuities to guides, soft drinks, bottled water, laundry, telephone calls, or any other 
expense of a personal nature.  
 
Air Cost Per Person:       
~$550.00 on Delta Airlines 
 
DELTA#1836    16FEB            Charleston       ATL         7:30AM            8:50AM 
DELTA#686  16FEB            ATL  Santo Dom 9:50AM            2:10PM 
DELTA#324    21FEB            Santo Dom      ATL         2:45PM            5:10PM 
DELTA#324    21FEB            ATL       CHS         7:25PM            8:39PM 
 
Approximate Total Cost for Trip: 
~$1,850.00 for land and air cost.  
 
Reservations and Final Payments: 
A deposit of $300.00 per person is necessary to confirm booking.  First 18 students to provide deposit and 
signed waiver by Friday, November 4th  to Mrs. Tate can take part in this adventure.  All final payments are due 
no later than 60 days prior to departure (12/16/16) and within 60 days prior to departure, the moneys are non-
refundable.   
 
 Important Dates: 
  Deposit  Due: Fri, 11/4        Amount: $300.00 & Porter-Gaud waiver to Mrs. Tate 
  Total Payment Due: Tues, 12/16     Amount: $1,550.00 to Porter-Gaud School 
 
 
For more information, please visit the following websites:  

1. Visiting Santo Domingo: http://www.lonelyplanet.com/dominican-republic/santo-domingo.  
2. Visiting Samana: http://gosamana-dominicanrepublic.com/ 

Currently, there are no travel advisories to Dominican Republic but pick pocketing can occur so will educate the 
students as much as possible on being safe and smart while visiting the country. We will also speak to the 
MUSC travel clinic (http://www.muschealth.com/travelclinic/) about recommendations for our group, but we 
should be better off since we are visiting in February. Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions at 
all at any time! 
 
 
Thank you, 
 
 
 
 
Gretchen Tate            gretchen.tate@portergaud.edu; 402-4791 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



PORTER-GAUD SCHOOL 
PERMISSION FOR TRIP/PLANNED ACTIVITY 

RELEASE, HOLD HARMLESS AND INDEMNITY AGREEMENT 
 
I/We, _______________________________________ and _____________________________ parent(s)/guardian(s) of (Student’s 
Name) _______________________________________ Grade _________ agree for my/our child to participate in the following 
Porter-Gaud field trip/planned activity: ______Winter Break Service Trip to Dominican Republic_________.  
Date[s]: _____Thursday, February 16 – Tuesday, February 21, 2016__________  
The Porter-Gaud School Faculty Sponsor(s) and/or Chaperone(s) for this trip/planned activity are: 
_____To be determined_______________________________  
Drivers for the trip/planned activity are: ________________N/A_________________________________________ 
I/We understand that the transportation [if any] will leave Porter-Gaud at _________N/A_______ and return at approximately 
_________N/A______________. 
 
     * * * * 
In consideration of the benefits of my child’s inclusion in the above, I/we agree on behalf of my/our self, family, spouse, heirs, assigns 
and personal representatives, if any, (hereafter “I/We”) to hold harmless, release and/or indemnify Porter-Gaud School and any of its 
faculty, parents or guardians, chaperones, agents, employees, their heirs, and/or their estates (all hereafter collectively called “Porter-
Gaud”) from any and all claims, demands and/or causes of action arising from any unintentional act causing damages, death, injury, 
loss, accident, delay, irregularity, or expense to person or property incurred at any time during the above field trip/planned activity.  
I/We acknowledge the inherent risk in travel, accommodations, and any or all other activities planned, discretionary or unplanned 
which may take place on this trip/activity.  I/We also agree to indemnify, hold harmless and release Porter-Gaud from any financial 
obligations or liabilities that I/we or my/our child may incur or any damage or injury to the person or property of others caused while 
participating in this Porter-Gaud School trip/planned activity. 
 
I/We understand that for any trip/planned activity for which Porter-Gaud School provides a bus or other vehicle for student 
transportation, Porter-Gaud School is not responsible for students who use independent means of transportation to or from the 
trip/planned activity including, but not limited to, student drivers, any student’s parent or other permitted driver or car pool drivers. 
Independent transportation may only be used by a student upon Porter-Gaud School’s receipt of an appropriate “Request and Consent 
to Allow Independent Transportation” form completed and  signed by the parent or guardian.  Such request and consent must be 
provided to the Porter-Gaud faculty sponsor prior to the trip/planned activity. I/We understand that in no case may a student transport 
any other student to, from or during any trip/planned activity. In further consideration, I/We further agree to hold harmless, release 
and/or indemnify Porter-Gaud School for any and all claims, demands and/or causes of action arising from any unintentional act 
causing damages, death, injury, loss, accident, delay, irregularity, or expense to person or property incurred in travel to or from any 
trip/planned activity.  
 
Should my/our child sustain or incur any accident or illness while involved in this field trip/planned activity, I/we grant to Porter-Gaud 
School’s faculty sponsors and chaperones the full authority to take whatever action they feel is warranted under the circumstances in 
regard to my/our child’s health and safety.  The faculty sponsors and chaperones at their discretion may place my/our child, at my/our 
expense, in a hospital at any point for medical services and treatment.  I/we understand that effort will be made to contact me/us.  In 
the event that I/we are not accessible, I/we hereby authorize Porter-Gaud to execute any and all documents, including any necessary 
releases, which might be required by any medical facility to perform any emergency care on my/our behalf. I/We further hold 
harmless, release and indemnify Porter-Gaud from any liability for such decisions or actions which may be taken on my/our or my/our 
child’s behalf. 
 
Finally, I/we understand that this is a supervised program, and that appropriate standards of conduct must be observed.  I/We therefore 
agree in further consideration of the above that my/our child will maintain any such group standards as the faculty sponsor and 
chaperones set forth, and further to hold harmless, release and indemnify them and Porter-Gaud from any liability for such decisions 
or actions, including, but not limited to disciplinary measures, which may be taken on my/our or my/our child’s behalf.  I/We agree 
further to hold harmless, release and indemnify Porter-Gaud against any consequences which may ensue as a result of my/our or 
my/our child’s refusal to comply with such regulations.  In such case, I/we agree that my/our child may be sent home at my/our 
expense with no refund from Porter-Gaud. 
 
Phones where Parents(s)/Guardian(s) can be reached: ________________________________________________________________  
Student’s Medical Insurance (Complete only if changed):  Company ___________________________________________________  
    I.D. Number __________________________  Subscriber _______________________________ 
Signed by Parent(s) or Guardian(s):  ______________________________________________________  Date: _________________  

    ______________________________________________________  Date: _________________  
Signed by Student: ____________________________________________________________________  Date: _________________  
 
Revised 8/02 
 


