
AP Comparative Government and Politics  
2021-2022 

All summer work is due on the first day of classes! 
 
Welcome to AP Comparative Government and Politics! Over the course of the year, we will work to better 
understand international affairs and the specific governments and political conditions of each of our case study 
countries: The United Kingdom, Mexico, Nigeria, Iran, China, and Russia. 
 
General Instructions 
There are three parts to this summer work. Make sure to complete each part and have them ready for 
submission on the first day of school in August. All work must be your own. The PG Honor Code applies at all 
times.  
 
Part I: Current News Events (10 points) 
Please complete the attached “Current Events Summary” sheet for ONE of the countries we are going to study 
this year. Your choice of an event must be about a major political, economic, or social development in that 
country or about that country’s involvement on the world stage. Please attach a copy of the article. 
 
Part of this class requires you to keep up with international news. For this part of the summer work (and for all 
parts of this class) we are looking for reliable international news. CNN, MSNBC, and Fox News are NOT reliable 
sources for us. DO NOT USE THEM. Some good reliable sources are the World/International sections of the New 
York Times, the Washington Post, and the Wall Street Journal. The Economist has great economic international 
reporting. The BBC at www.bbc.com/news is a great online source. So is The Guardian. The PBS NewsHour often 
has excellent international reporting. There are also English language versions of Le Monde (France) and Der 
Spiegel (Germany). Foreign Policy as a lot of great international analysis, too.  
 
Part II: Country Info (20 pts) 
Using the CIA World Factbook or other sources, complete the attached chart of key information about the 
countries we are studying this year. https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/ 
 
Part III: Reading Assignment and Building Vocabulary (30 pts) 
Please read and annotate the attached article from the journal Foreign Affairs. As you read, you’ll notice certain 
terms are boxed. These are some key terms/concepts for this class. Please build a vocabulary list with definitions 
for these terms by defining them on a separate sheet of paper. You can make your annotations directly on the 
article. You’ll submit your list of vocabulary and definitions on them on the first day of class, and your 
annotations will be checked. You can use many general dictionaries for the definitions, but this page has some 
conventional terms: https://www.cambridge.org/us/files/7313/6690/0749/2521_Glossary_of_key_terms.pdf 
 
Here are some questions to keep in mind as you read the article to help with your annotations: 
 

1) What is the authors’ thesis? 
2) What evidence is provided to support that thesis? Locate specifics in the article. 
3) According to the authors, what is the overall health of the current international system? How was it 

challenged by Covid-19? 
4) How are the roles of national governments and nation-states changing as a result of new methods of 

collaboration and problem solving on the global stage? 
5) What challenges remain for nation-states and international institutions to manage new threats and 

problems? Do you think the authors’ present a realistic and viable path forward? Why or why not? 
 



Name: _____________________________________________________________    I pledge….: ___________ 
 

Part I: Current Event Summary Form 
(Print and attach your article.) 

 
Country: __________________________________  Source: ___________________________________  
 
 
Article Title: _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Article Date: _______________________________ 
 
 
Who was involved in this development/event? (Identify specific people, groups, organizations, etc.) 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What happened? (Write this in a short summary paragraph, being as specific as you can.) 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How does this article help us explain the country’s internal politics and/or its actions on the world stage? 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 



Name: ___________________________________________________________     I Pledge: _______________ 

Part II: Country Info Chart 
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