
AP United States Government 
 
The Reading 
Double Down: Game Change 2012 by  Mark Halperin and John Heilemann 

 
The Questions 
1) Make a list of 20 vocabulary terms that the author’s of Double Down use during 
their account of the 2012 election and that you believe might be important in the 
broader context of an AP Government class.    For each word 1) Define it in your own 
words and 2) draw a brief picture or symbol that helps you understand the word.    
Start with Incumbent, GOP, and primary election.  Only 17 left. 
 
2) Write a short paragraph on each of the top 5 candidates in the GOP primary 
election of 2012.  Pick any 5 Republican candidates to write about.  Explain the 
successes and failures of each candidate, using examples from the book.     Rank the 
candidates from most favorite to least favorite, explaining why you liked or disliked 
the candidates as you go.  (350-500 words total)  
 
3) Explain the role of political gaffes (or slips of the tongue) in the primary AND 
general election.   Do you think it is fair to judge candidates by their political 
gaffes?   After describing one gaffe from the primary election and one gaffe from the 
general election, explain whether you felt sorry for candidates, or whether you 
thought “they got what they deserved.” (250 word minimum). 
 
4) Think about what you know about President Trump.  Make and apply a 
connection from the book to the present day.  For example, you might reflect on the 
role of political gaffe’s in the 2016 election, or you might ruminate on the role of the 
media in both the 2012 and 2016 election.   This application piece must include one 
quote from the text (including page number).  (150-200 words). 
 
 
 
Due Date 
 
A hard copy of the assignment is due 08/25.  Assignments must also be submitted 
to Turnitin.com.  Directions for Turnitin.com will occur the first week of school. 

https://www.google.com/search?tbo=p&tbm=bks&q=inauthor:%22Mark+Halperin%22
https://www.google.com/search?tbo=p&tbm=bks&q=inauthor:%22John+Heilemann%22

