
2017 HONORS ENGLISH II SUMMER ASSIGNMENT (Rising 10th 
Grade): 
***Please note: Beowulf is the assigned text for Honors English II.*** 

***Frankenstein is the assigned text for English II.*** 

 

Please buy THIS text: http://www.amazon.com/Beowulf-New-Verse-

Translation-

Bilingual/dp/0393320979/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1432041619

&sr=1-1&keywords=beowulf+seamus+heaney 

 
 Annotate directly in the text all of the passages that you find 

meaningful, thinking in terms of questions and connections: Why 

might the author have structured the plot in this way at this particular 

moment? How has the character changed or stagnated? Why does this 

language or description or image appeal to me? You are free to 

annotate any passage of your choosing; focus on passages or moments 

that delight, intrigue, surprise, bother, or even trouble you. Be a 

curious, active reader. 

 
 In addition, choose three of the six annotation questions below and 

annotate your responses to them directly in the novel. Please 

RECORD THE ANNOTATION QUESTION NUMBER next to your 

comments. 

 
 Please note: You should expect to WRITE essay-style answers to 

one or more of these questions within the first two weeks of 

school. 
 

 

 

Beowulf Annotation Questions: 

1. Beowulf probably has its origins in the 7
th

 Century CE before St. Augustine converted 

the Anglo-Saxons to Christianity. The original bards (called Skops in the Anglo-Saxon 

tradition) were pagans whose culture obviously did not “turn the other cheek” when 

confronted with conflict nor did they believe in an afterlife. However, when writing down 

the poem for posterity in the 11
th

 Century, Christian scribes added Christian elements to 

the poem. This duality has created certain inconsistencies, for example between the pagan 

concept of fate or doom and the Christian concept of God’s will. For example, is there 

any contradiction between Beowulf’s quest for earthly fame (a type of immortality) as 

opposed to a Christian’s quest for heavenly eternal life? 
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As you read and annotate the poem, pay especially close attention to references to fate or 

doom and references to God. Can you discern any patterns in the references? Also, think 

about various characters’ views on God, fate, and immortality.  

 

2. As you read the poem, consider and chart the progress of the title character. Beowulf 

progresses as a person, as a warrior, and as a leader, all contributing to his identification 

as an heroic figure by the poem’s end. Considering these three ways in which Beowulf 

develops throughout the course of the poem, allow your reading to answer the questions 

of how and why we can define Beowulf as a hero. Remember to consider his development 

as a person, as a warrior, and as a leader throughout your reading. 

 

3. Modern readers are used to regarding nature as a peaceful haven, but the people in the 

age of Old English (the language in which Beowulf is originally composed) viewed 

nature as a threatening, dark place: consider the fact that the group builds the 

"civilization" of the mead hall in order to gather in the light and to take refuge in the 

security of numbers.  Trace the dichotomy of civilization and nature in the poem. 

 

4. In Beowulf, although kings and warriors share certain characteristics, their 

responsibilities also diverge. In reading and annotating the poem, pay close attention to 

the behavior of Hrothgar as king and Beowulf as warrior (before his own coronation later 

in the poem). Also note the behavior of kings in the bardic fragments sung during 

celebrations. Concentrate on concepts such as seeking and avoiding conflict, receiving 

and giving gifts, and tribal loyalty versus personal fame. As you annotate, think about the 

different roles and responsibilities of kings and warriors.  

 

5. In Beowulf, we encounter several monsters, which pose challenges for Beowulf 

throughout his life. As you read the poem, consider what each monster is like, and what 

kind of challenge it embodies, realizing that there is likely more involved in its defeat 

than simply a physical battle. What idea do you believe Beowulf is attempting to defeat 

in each monster? Do all the monsters represent the same idea, or is Beowulf fighting 

different ideas with each monster? As you read the poem, think carefully about the 

various monsters, the way that Beowulf prepares for his battle with each, and the battle 

itself as you consider what each monster might mean.  

 

6. Trace the theme of loyalty and of "groupthink" in Beowulf.  Consider the fact that the 

king demands obedience from his subjects: most of the characters are rather generic 

warriors who desire simply to perform their duty in service to their ruler. How is 

Beowulf, in his singular heroism, an anomaly? 


