
2017 ENGLISH IV SUMMER ASSIGNMENT (Rising 12
th

 Grade): 

***PLEASE NOTE: The Handmaid’s Tale is the assignment for the 

non-AP 12
th

 Grade. If you are scheduled to take AP Literature, please 

click on that link for your assignment on Crime & Punishment.*** 

 

Please buy THIS text: 

https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss_2?url=search-

alias%3Dstripbooks&field-

keywords=the+handmaid%27s+tale+paperback&sprefix=the+handmaid%27

s+tale+paperba%2Cstripbooks%2C359&crid=3SV71CKI8ZGWG&rh=n%3

A283155%2Ck%3Athe+handmaid%27s+tale+paperback&ajr=0 

 

 Annotate directly in the text all of the passages that you find 

meaningful, thinking in terms of questions and connections: Why 

might the author have structured the plot in this way at this particular 

moment? How has the character changed or stagnated? Why does this 

language or description or image appeal to me? You are free to 

annotate any passage of your choosing; focus on passages or moments 

that delight, intrigue, surprise, bother, or even trouble you. Be a 

curious, active reader. 
 

 In addition, choose three of the five annotation questions below and 

annotate your responses to them directly in the novel. Please 

RECORD THE ANNOTATION QUESTION NUMBER next to your 

comments. 

 

 Please note: You should expect to WRITE essay-style answers to 

one or more of these questions within the first two weeks of 

school. 
 

The Handmaid’s Tale Annotation Questions: 

1. How do politics and reproduction interact and define the society of Gilead? To what 

extent can women exist as humans in the novel? To what extent as mere vessels? 

 

2. As in George Orwell’s 1984, this totalitarian society uses language itself to create and 

maintain its social order. How does language work in the novel to dehumanize, establish, 

and maintain order? 

 

3. The Commander is certainly complex and dynamic. How, ultimately, do we read his 

role in the novel? What kind of sympathy or antipathy do you feel for him? 
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4. Carefully explore the role of Serena Joy. What commentary does the novel make 

about how both men AND women maintain and solidify patriarchy? 


