
Summer Reading Assignment, AP Euro, 2018 

 

Due in class on the first block day.  There will be a graded, in-class discussion. You are expected 

to bring a typed, printed-out copy of your answers to class.  

 

a. Read pp. xiii-219 in William Manchester’s A World Lit Only By Fire, Boston: Little, 

Brown, and Company, 1992. ISBN 0-316-54556-2  

 

b. Answer the following questions in a full paragraph. Be sure to use specific evidence from 

the test. Put page numbers in parenthesis after quotes. For example, “The Dark Ages 

were stark in every dimension” (5).  

 

1. Based on the author’s note, why did Manchester write this book? What was his initial 

goal, and how did this change based on research? What is the “argument” he set out to 

make?  

2. On p. 15, Manchester queried, “Was the Medieval World a civilization, comparable to 

Rome before it or to the modern era which followed?” He then presents two possible 

answers. Explain each, giving evidence for both.  

3. On p. 25, Manchester claimed, “fixing a date for the beginning of the Renaissance is 

impossible.”  Give evidence to support this claim.  

4. On p. 45, Manchester asked, “What was the world like—and to them it was the only 

world, round which the sun orbited each day—when ruled by such men?” Using evidence 

from the book, describe the society of Europe (towns, classes, gender roles) in this time 

(late medieval era).  

5. On p. 91, Manchester noted, “In the Age of Faith, as Will Durant called the medieval era, 

one secret of the papacy’s hold on the masses was its capacity to inspire absolute 

terror…only the deranged would invite the disfavor and retribution of the Holy See.” 

Give evidence from at least two different chapters that demonstrates the power of the 

Catholic Church at the time (1400-1550).  

6. On p. 143, Manchester claimed, “In defying the organized Church, Luther had done 

something else. He had broken the dam of medieval discipline.” What was the impact of 

Luther’s defiance on society and politics? Use specific evidence (i.e. historical events) as 

proof.  

7. Consider some of the key figures who appear in this book: Leonardo da Vinci, Magellan, 

Gutenberg, Luther, Zwingli, Sir Thomas More, Copernicus, Erasmus, Henry VIII, (or 

another of your choice). Identify three, then argue that one of them contributed most 

significantly to “the shattering” of the medieval world? 

8. How did the Catholic Church react to the Protestant heresy? Were these methods 

effective at checking the spread of Protestantism? 

9. On p. 182, Manchester noted that Luther alienated friends by his “intolerance, contempt 

for learning, the burning of religious art, rejection of classical culture,” while “the 

Vatican had shielded scholars and sponsored their successful searches for the lost 

treasures of classical learning. Using this, in addition to other evidence from the book, 

analyze the relationship between the Renaissance and the Reformation. Should the 

Reformation be seen as part of the Renaissance? A reaction against the Renaissance? The 

natural result of the Renaissance?  


